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umstead park 
U N I T E D   C H U R C H    o f    C H R I S T 
a thoughtful and progressive community of faith 

All Sundays are Special... 
but here are Two August Highlights 
 

August 14 - Guatemala Mission Trip Report  
   

By the time you receive this newsletter, twenty UPUCCers will be well into their trip to 

Huehuetenango, Guatemala assisting with medical and other needs of the community. 
Working through Curamericas, Greg & Kim Howes, Lisa   

Hoskins & daughter, Ashley Montague & daughter, 

Marianne Drexler, Tricia Andrews, Paul Foglia, Rob 
Schutte, Amily McCool & son, Nick Haddad & daughter, 

Nick Kentopp, Reed Altman & son, Mary Pat & Dan 
Peters, and Ron Clayton join together in a maternal 

health clinic, in their work to reduce mother and infant 
mortality for the Mayan women in the northwest 

highlands of Guatemala. 
 

Though the largest part of their expenses were paid individually, the trip was partly subsidized 
through the Faith In Action efforts of the UPUCC congregation.  
 

We anticipate their stories in worship on August 14 and a follow up Q and A at the “Talkback 

Forum” on that second Sunday of the month. 

Aug. 28 - 3rd in Vacation Church Summer Series  
 

As advertised at the beginning of the summer season, each of our ‘last 

Sundays of the months’ we’ve attempted to create especially ‘child-
friendly’ worship services. With the emphasis on the Creator’s obvious 

connection to the Creation 

all around us, a ‘nature-
based’ experience (and 

picnic!) followed each 
worship in Umstead State 

Park. June 26 brought 
‘God Made a World of Wonder’ followed by Betsy 

Thigpen leading a memorable nature walk. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

And on August 28, we invite all of our unapologetically, unabashed ‘tree huggers’ to join us 

in a worship centering on ‘The Truth of Trees.’ Tree hugging in Umstead State Park follows! 

 

 

 

July 31 focused on ‘The Miracle of Water’ after which Doug 

Long delightedly led some ‘crayfish hunters’ in one of Umstead 

State Park’s many creeks. 
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“In the end, we will remember not the words of our enemies, but the silence of our friends.” –MLK, Jr. 
 

I’ve heard the parable of the Good Samaritan told and retold so any times, it’s hard to imagine 
a ‘fresh spin’ on it. Perhaps you feel the same. But I invite you to hear this version, recently 

told by Rev. Judith Hanlon, a UCC minister in Worcester, Massachusetts:  
 

A Muslim, in full religious attire, was walking down the streets of Worcester after 
working late. He was attacked, beaten, robbed and left for dead.  A Christian Pastor 
was driving down the road in her Prius after a late church meeting and saw the man 
bleeding on the side of the road.  She was afraid to stop late at night in fear of 
someone jumping out of the bushes and hurting her.  She could not find her cell phone 
to call for help.  She was very tired from her important church work. She passed by.  
When she got home, she did knelt by her bed asking God to bring peace between the 
Muslims and Christians.  
 

Lots of people passed by, sadly, even one of them said, “He deserves to die, he is probably a terrorist and is 
getting what he deserves.”   
 

The security guard at Union Train Station was leaving after a 12-hour work shift. He saw the man; he knew that 
if he stopped or called for help, he would have to fill out mounds of paperwork and he hadn’t seen his kids for a 
full day; also, his son had texted him that his team won their baseball game because he had hit a triple. Surely, 
time with his son was urgently important. He passed by.  
 

Then, a group of young black men came saucing by playing loud, bass-driven music. One of them saw the 
mound of clothing and stopped to turn it over. “Hey,” he called to his friends, “it’s a man.”  They shut off their 
music and all of them bent down to see him.   
 

Before becoming unconscious, the man opened his eyes to see young black faces staring at him. His heart was 
filled with terror due to media stories about their murderous ways and he closed his eyes believing that he 
would soon die.  
 

One of the young men said, “Hey, I think he is alive!”  The other checked his pulse, “He is!”  Another said, 
“Hey, if we use our hoodies, we can make a stretcher and carry him over to St. V’s hospital, it is about two 
blocks away, we can do it.”  The others set to work carefully connecting their sweatshirts together with zippers 
and tying the arms together. They gently rolled the unconscious man onto their makeshift pallet. It just so 
happened that the hoods of the sweatshirts could be folded down to create a blanket for this man who was now 
shivering in shock, or perhaps terror. Dead weight is hard to carry and they were surprised at how many stops 
they had to make before they got to the door of the hospital. One of them said, “Why don’t we just call 911, I 
am not sure if I can carry him further.”  The others said, “NO” they will just blame us for hurting him even tho 
we didn’t, we can do it!” 
 

The others gathered their spare change and put it in the hurting man’s pocket in case he woke up hungry and 
needed something from the hospital vending machine. They checked his wallet to see that he had his ID so the 
hospital could call his family. They dropped him at the emergency door, and then faded into the Worcester 
night as they turned their music back up and started dancing.  

 

This fall, as a response to the surging levels of fomenting unrest and violence in our country, we are planning a Second 
Sunday Series at UPUCC. Though still in the planning stages, we will invite important and diverse voices each month to 

help lead our worship and then, after a specially prepared lunch, offer a Q and A follow-up for dialogue. We are 

delighted to announce that Rupert Nacoste, professor of Psychology at NCSU and author of the recent book, Taking on 
Diversity: How we can move from anxiety to respect, has accepted our invitation to be our initial speaker on Sunday, 

September 11th. 
 

“In the end, we will remember not the words of our enemies, but the silence of our friends.” –MLK, Jr. 
 
We invite you to bring your voices to these important conversations. Silence is simply not an option we can live with.

 …and listen out for details as they emerge. 

 

 

from doug 



 

A Busy Summer:  The Children’s Committee and UPUCC staff have 

delighted our children and families with time in the beautiful woods at 
Umstead State Park this summer (see page one). Prior to each of the 

events, worship services were child-focused on nature and this 

remarkable universe we’ve been given. 
 

After much discussion and review of various children’s church 

curricula, the Committee selected Seasons of the Spirit, published by 

the United Church of Canada to offer each of our three age groups 

beginning this Fall.  This curriculum is developed around sound child 

development practices, consistent with the theology of the larger UPUCC community, and contains updated and 

relevant content that captures children’s interest. Teachers and assistants will receive orientation to the new 

curriculum in September. 
 

New Leadership:  The committee is pleased to welcome Peg Arcari as Interim Director of Children. Peg’s 

resume includes extensive work in Christian Education in UCC congregations in Ohio. (She was the fulltime Director of 

Christian Education at Grace UCC in Lancaster, Ohio for eight years. Peg was also a licensed professional counselor in 

Ohio).  
 

As we gear up for the fall Children's Church schedule, we are coming to you to ask if you might consider becoming 

part of our Children's Church team. 

Whether you have taught in the past or not, we hope you will consider taking part in our programming for the 

children. 

There are several options for being involved: 

            1. Teachers- who would lead a class once every month or two.  

            2. Assistants- If preparation time does not fit into your current schedule, being an assistant involves no specific 

   planning- simply serve as a second adult to support the teacher in the classroom that hour. 

   This year we will have 3 classes- preschool-kindergarten; lower elementary, and upper elementary. 
            3. Nursery Assistants for our Nursery Director Margo Schaffer. 

Your involvement could be once every month or two. 

We would love to have you, if any of these options interest you! 

Our Children's Church Teacher Orientation meeting is Sunday, September 11 at 9:30 a.m., with a catch-up session 
after worship on Sunday, September 18. 

 

This link below explains our policy for working with children and youth at UPUCC: 
http://www.upucc.org/#/programs-ministries/safe-church-program 
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 upucc children & youth 

 John's River Valley Camp 
 

Eight of our UPUCC Youth journeyed to John's River Valley 

Camp for a week in July. Every morning, the campers were 

sent out to a different work site to engage in service pro-

jects in the communities around Blowing Rock and Boone. 

Some campers helped paint houses and clean up yards for 

the elderly; some campers helped at F.A.R.M. (feed all  

regardless of means) Cafe - a "pay what you can" c 

ommunity kitchen and some cleaned rivers. Our eight youth 

did this in partnership with others from UCC churches 

throughout our Conference. A big thanks to Greg Howes, 

Doug Long and Kyle Kentopp who helped out during the 

week! (More photos can be found on page ten.) 

 

http://www.upucc.org/%23/programs-ministries/safe-church-program


 

Forums 
Childcare for children under six provided in the nursery. 
 

August 7-  9:30 a.m.  
Faith Journey: 
Covenant Partner Peg Arcari shares her personal 
faith journey. 
 

August 14- following worship 
Reflections from Guatemala: Q & A with 
participants of the recent Curamericas Guatemala 
trip as they share their experiences.  
Order a sandwich before worship or pack a lunch 
and join in the discussion! 
  

 

August 21-  9:30 a.m.  
Michael Morwood: Jesus Through a 21st Century 
Lens. (video)  Who was Jesus?  Was he the 
promised Messiah, the son of God, whose task on 
earth was to restore our broken relationship with 
God by dying for our sins? Was he a man, a 
human, who saw that the divine presence is 
everywhere and in everyone and that if we embrace 
the divine we can change the way society runs?  
 
August 28-  9:30 a.m. 
Making Sense of School Options in North 
Carolina: Educator and Covenant Partner Frank 
McKay facilitating. 
 

 
 

God continues to beckon. 

  

 adult education 

 

Building & Grounds 
Committee would like you to 
know… 
 

After years of making sure things 

got fixed (and often doing the 

work himself), Doug Culver has 

decided to take a break from chairing the Building 

and Grounds Committee. Sarah Hogan 

carolandsarah@msn.com is the new chair, though 

Doug Culver has agreed to continue to be a key 

player, sharing his immense knowledge and 

experience. SO… 

-If you find something (Building or Grounds) that 

needs attention, please let Sarah know.  

-Since Sarah doesn’t have the extensive skills Doug 

Culver has, she and the committee may need your 

help. FYI, there is talk of a fall cleaning and 

repair day, and we’d love to get your help. 

More info will be forthcoming. 

-Last month, RDU Chem Dry cleaned the carpets in 

the worship space, all hallways, nursery, children’s 

classrooms, and youth room. 

-And finally, if you see Doug Culver be sure to 

thank him for his years of service and encourage 

him to continue to assist Sarah and the committee. 

 

Something New 
 

Happy Summer, Everyone, 

From Stewardship & Finance.  

Hope you all are enjoying the Carolina summer, 

nice and hot, cicadas, flower laden crepe myrtles, 

and weeds in the lawn.  
 

Something new the S&F Committee is working on, 

led by Gary Welsh, is the prospect of an 

endowment fund for our congregation. Gary has 

been doing a huge amount of research and has put 

together a proposal that we will likely bring to the 

fall congregational meeting. While we have many 

short term financial challenges, we should be able 

to get the framework of an endowment fund set up 

(with the help of the National UCC), for very little         

up-front money. We do not plan to have a 

campaign to grow the endowment fund, but rather 

want to have the policies and procedures in place 

as our needs change over time. Stay tuned for 

more details in the fall. 

-Mark Stevens, Chair 

   

stewardship & finance      
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building & grounds 

mailto:carolandsarah@msn.com
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Change for Change  
Looking for a good place to bring all that spare change you have laying around your 

house (and maybe your vehicle)? Be on the lookout for a large jar in the atrium before 

and after worship over the next two months, as we will be collecting “Change for 

Change.” (In addition to your spare change, we welcome larger donations. If 

you wish to write a check to contribute, please indicate “Change for Change” in the subject line.)  

Throughout August and September we will be accepting donations that will be used to provide support to several 

important organizations in our community, including: 

North Carolina Council of Churches  
Our congregation made a commitment several years ago to be a covenant partner with the NC Council of Churches. However, 
recent budget constraints have kept us from providing financial support in the past few years. We’d like to reaffirm our 
commitment and support the important work that they tackle. With the motto “Strength in Unity, Peace through Justice”, NC 
Council of Churches pulls together congregations and groups that don’t normally work together in order to take a stand on 
issues such as gun violence, immigration, health care for all, care of creation, gender equality and fair treatment for our LGBT 
brothers and sisters. We encourage you to visit their website, which has a wealth of information and resources that aligns 
beautifully with our covenant.  http://www.ncchurches.org/ 
 
 

Eastern North Carolina Association of Southern Conference (UCC) 
The Southern Conference of the United Church of Christ is composed of three associations – the Western North Carolina 
Association, the Eastern Virginia Association, and the Eastern North Carolina Association. Our congregation is affiliated with the 
Eastern North Carolina Association (ENCA), but we haven’t provided covenant support for the past two years. 
ENCA is the only association within the United Church of Christ that is predominantly African American. When the Southern 
Conference was formed in 1965, it was the result of a covenant union between three distinct church bodies – the Southern 
Synod of the Evangelical and Reformed Church, the Convention of the South of the Congregational Christian Churches (a 
denomination consisting of African American Congregational Christian Churches) and the Southern Convention of the 
Congregational Christian Churches. Despite the ethnic distinctions between these church bodies (African, British and German), 
they were united in their belief that Jesus’ prayer, “that they may all be one,” was to be taken seriously. 
 
 

Franklinton Center at Bricks 
Located on land where tobacco and cotton once were harvested, and a plantation known as the place to “break unruly slaves” 
existed, Franklinton Center at Bricks now plays a role in the education and nurture of church and community leaders, social 
justice advocates and young people. The Center hosts and trains visiting groups on social justice issues, and weaves rural 
justice, hunger issues, environmental racism, and workers’ rights into its programmatic focus. http://franklinton.uccpages.org/
index.html 

 

Raleigh Allies Group Meeting at LGBT Center of Raleigh 
As our congregation is an “Affirming Faith Group” of the LGBT Center of Raleigh, we 

were invited to attend the next Raleigh Allies group meeting on September 16, 2016. 

This meeting is extremely important in relation to all that is going on with HB2. The 

Raleigh Allies will host Devin Lentz, head of the Raleigh Transgender Initiative for 

TRANS 101. Come and learn about transgender terminology, current issues and what 

you can do to help. This will be an exceptional learning opportunity for friends and 

family of trans individuals who want to be more effective allies, or anyone who just 

wants to learn more. LGBT Center of Raleigh, 324 S. Harrington Street, Raleigh, NC  27603 

 

Southern Conference Environmental Justice Network Summit 
This past June, at the Southern Conference annual meeting, a proposal for a conference-wide Environmental Justice 

Network was formalized. As a result, there will be an EJN environmental summit at United Church of Chapel Hill Friday, 

September 23 through Sunday, September 25. Brooks Berndt, of the National UCC’s environmental justice minister, 

will be the keynote speaker and will present about the UCC’s new “Creation Justice Churches” initiative. There will also 

be a chance to sit down as people of faith to discuss our visions, hopes and concerns about our stewardship of the 

earth – and to discuss the links between the devastating terror and violence in our nation and in our world with the 

destruction of God’s Creation. More information will be forthcoming.  

 

 faith in action 

http://www.ncchurches.org/
http://franklinton.uccpages.org/index.html
http://franklinton.uccpages.org/index.html
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Creativity Group Update  
 

Thank you for donating money and supplies for cards during the past two months.  We have 

received a total of $62, as well as stamps, markers, sketch pads, paints, and colored pencils to 

use with our friends at Healing Transitions.  Thanks to your generosity, we were able to fill 

eight boxes of craft-making supplies which we share during our monthly visits to Healing 

Transitions. Stamps and envelopes (size A 2) continue to be very welcome; we believe helping 

the participants stay connected to loved ones is deeply meaningful.  We were moved and 

humbled to be given two Michaels gift cards, totaling $54, from one of the current participants 

at Healing Transitions. She instructed us to use the cards to buy craft supplies for the participants.  After a very 

impressive tour of the Healing Transitions facility, we made a list of things we thought are needed.  We used coupons 

and sales to make a start on our wish list.  With storage containers donated by Mary Nations, in July we were able to 

give the following to the different areas of Healing Transitions: 
 

Detox Center - One storage container, office paper, colored pencils, and adult coloring pages. 

Children’s Center - Three washable ink pads 

Phase 1/Phase 2 -  One storage container, colored pencils, water color paints, brushes, adult coloring pages, 

sketch paper. A second storage container with more craft supplies will be given later this year.  

While the residents have a lot of donated yarn, we need knitting needles and/or crochet hooks for future projects. 

In July we were also able to use recycled plastic name tags from UPUCC, newly purchased colorful cording, and 

some of our white cardstock to help the ladies make name tags for our times together.  
 

Greeting cards for various occasions will continue to be available at the back of the worship space for the rest of the 

summer.  There is a donation box next to the display. If you have a need for a particular card that is not on display, 

please let one of us know and we will do our best to supply you with a new card. 

 

Tricia Andrews       hockeygalnc@hotmail.com 

Gail Holden            gholden@nc.rr.com 
Marcia Welsh          homeofwelsh@gmail.com 

 
 

If you're active on social media, you may know that UPUCC has a presence in two Facebook pages - 

Friends of UPUCC and Umstead Park United Church of Christ. 

 

Friends of UPUCC is a closed group where members and friends of UPUCC post events and 

information they feel other friends of the church may find to be of interest. If becoming a member 

of Friends of UPUCC Facebook group is of interest, search for "Friends of UPUCC" within Facebook 

and click the Join Group button in the lower right corner of the banner photo. You will be notified as soon as your 

membership is approved by one of the administrators. 

 

The Umstead Park United Church of Christ Facebook page (https://www.facebook.com/UmsteadParkUCC/) is the 

official Facebook page of the church. All posts and events are posted by someone in the church office. The Membership 

and Publicity Committee has been working with Peg Arcari to use this page more as a way of publicizing UPUCC. To 

that end, if you are on Facebook and haven't already ‘liked’ the page, please take a moment to do so. In addition, if 

you see a post or event from the Umstead Park United Church of Christ page and it resonates with you, please consider 

sharing it. The more our posts are shared, the more exposure for the church! 

 

-Gary Sanders, Chair of Membership & Publicity Committee 

 fellowship                 

  

 membership & publicity                

 

mailto:hockeygalnc@hotmail.com
mailto:gholden@nc.rr.com
mailto:homeofwelsh@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/UmsteadParkUCC/)


 

 

— 7 — 

 

August 7 
              Altar Prep:  Michael Lester   
 Communion Prep:  Paul & Dana Buschkemper 
        Coffee Set-Up:  Philip Laura & Thaddeus Winbush 
                 Greeters:  Ada McKerrell 
 Ushers:  Bonnie Shook-Sa & Gustavo Sa 
 Sound System:  Don Alderman 
 Auditor:  Martha Eller 
Assistant Treasurer:  Chris Ousley 
 Clean-Team: Mike & Leslie Heavey, Miles   
  Schumacher, Edward  
  McFarland, Phyllis Mueller 

 

August 14 
  Altar Prep:  Michael Lester 
        Coffee Set-Up:  Miles & Julie Schumacher 
 Greeters:  Angela Walden-Weaver, Betty Gatano 
 Ushers:  TJ & Justine Price-O’Neil 
 Sound System:  Andy Orr 
 Auditor:  Dan Harrell 
Assistant Treasurer:  Tim Champion 
 Clean-Team: Mark DeMario, Dawn McCarthy, Chris 
  Wilms, Marcia Welsh, Mary Pat Peters 

 

August 21 
               Altar Prep: Leslie Heavey 
        Coffee Set-Up:  Lori Del Negro & Roger Sommer 
                 Greeters:  Ashley & Vanessa Montague  
                   Ushers:  Amy Whitfield & Jerry Pemberton  
 Sound System:  Jerry Pemberton 
 Auditor:  Julie Schumacher 
 Assistant Treasurer: Gwen Vass 
 Clean-Team: Tim Champion & Dan Harrell, Chris  
  Ousley, Ada & Colin McKerrell 

 

August 28 
              Altar Prep:  Eleanor Smith 
        Coffee Set-Up:  Roberta Ouellette 
                 Greeters:  Amily McCool 
 Ushers:  Nik & Megan Everett  
 Sound System:  Dan Harrell 
 Auditor:  Joelle DeJoseph 
 Assistant Treasurer: Chris Ousley 
 Clean-Team: Carol & Nevin Fouts, Scott Pope, Frank 
  McKay 
 

 

 

 

call forth and nurture  

our individual and collective  

creative gifts  

 

 upucc volunteers 

 

New Covenant Partner 

 

 all in the family      

We welcome Debbie Ziadi as a new Covenant 

Partner. Debbie is the mother and mother-in-law of 
Covenant Partners Nadia Ziadi-Denson and Tracy 

Denson (and grandmother to their daughter). 
Watch for more about Debbie in an upcoming 

newsletter. 
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Ordinary Time? NO! Reflection & Community 
 

There are special times in the church year (Advent, Easter, etc.) when we 

participate in celebrations and reflections. But most of the year, on the 

church calendar, is "Ordinary Time," when nothing much may seem to 

happen.   

 

The Music and Worship Committee is starting a project that we hope will 

make "Ordinary Time" extraordinary for you. This is an online reflection 

series that will wend its way through ordinary time exploring a variety of 

topics.  Our first series is on nature and spirituality (I like to call it "green 

reflections" since the official church color for Ordinary Time is green.) 
 

 All about Green Reflections: 

 

What: Our first series is on nature and spirituality. Creation has been called God’s “other book”--what 

does this mean to you?  How have you found God in nature?  Is there a special experience you’d like to 

share? 

 

When? We will start ‘green reflections’ mid-August, and publish a new reflection every Monday for six to 

eight weeks. After that, we’ll see what you all are interested in. You can join in any time. 

 

Where?  Online--we will use a blog--it is very easy. You sign up to get an email with a link when there 

are new things to read. After you read a reflection, you can make comments, have discussions, share your 

own reflections, poems, or pictures, etc.  You can come back to it whenever you want. 

 

How? How can you get involved?  We would like you all to sign up and join in the discussion! We are also 

looking for people to write about their experiences and thoughts about nature/creation/the earth and 

spirit. Writing for a blog can be as casual or intense, as long or short, as you would like it to be. 

Reflections come in all shapes and sizes.  See the “God of Storms” that Eleanor Smith wrote when she was 

reflecting on God’s “other book” during a series of big thunderstorms (found on page seven).   

 

Who? If you have questions, and want to know more about signing up or writing a reflection please 

contact Eleanor Smith (eleanorsmithmls@gmail.com) or members of the Worship and Music Committee. 

We are also looking for someone who can provide some technical support.  

For a sample entry, see example on the following page... 

 

Opportunity to Assist WV Flood Victims 
 

Contact information for cash donations to the West Virginia flood relief  with which Rita DeMario is working: 

NICHOLAS COUNTY COMMUNITY FOUNDATION DISASTER RELIEF 
ATTN: STACEY RAFFO 

PO. BOX. 561 
SUMMERSVILLE  WVA. 26651  

 

 worship & music  

wv flood victims 

Rita says, winter blankets are also needed. Contact her at  
demario@aol.com for further information. 

mailto:eleanorsmithmls@gmail.com
mailto:demario@aol.com


   

 
 

 

 

Would you like read or write about spirit and nature?   
See the article on page eight about Green Reflections  

and ‘not so ordinary’ times in our church year. 

 
 

God of Storms 

 

This massive thunderstorm hovers over my house, blasts of thunder so loud they shake the lamp above my 

table. All grown up, I am usually not afraid of storms, but the intensity, the power, and the nearness of this 

storm evoke an unfamiliar fear, and I tremble like my lamp, praying for the storm to end or to move far 

away. 

 

I have been reflecting on creation as the “other book of God.” So, how do I read these storms, what do 

they tell me about God? Immense power, a showy display, and randomness, perhaps indifference, to 

harm…I can’t see or say more, but I want better.  

 

Another boom--I jump, the house shakes, the lights flicker, and I grasp my big, black flashlight. I won’t go 

through this storm in the dark. 

 

Fiery flames of lightning circle my house. Thunder booms again, my   computer flickers, and the news pops 

up. Bloody bodies on stretchers, screaming, weeping crowds, and men with guns. Lightning stutters and 

bullets explode, tears and blood flow. Some are injured, others not, but all wail in pain and fear. And we 

cry, too, in voiceless fear and terror. 

 

What do these “terror storms” say about God? We can mostly predict and protect ourselves from 

thunderstorms. But we feel helpless to cope with these unpredictable storms of hate and terror. Bullets cut 

a wide swathe of death and terror through crowds under attack. And fear and terror cut a wide swathe 

through our psyches and communal lives. We are all harmed.  

 

Oh God of storms--thunder, lightning, rain--your immense power sometimes invokes fear, but we know that 

we are not your targets. Are you also the God of terror storms, as some claim?  Do you call forth gunfire--

bullets blasting through smoking clouds of hatred? Cause blood and tears flow--dripping hopelessly onto 

sodden ground? 

 

I fear, sometimes, your massive thunderstorms with their risk of harm from fire and flood, but I do not 

believe that these other storms--of hatred, fear, and terror--are storms of your intent. You are not an 

executioner. You have made no one your target. But, still, I am afraid. 

 

Oh God of storms, we call upon you in these times of terror, not even knowing what to pray, how to 

respond, survive.  We long to feel safe, to feel your love. Oh God, guide us, give us wisdom and courage, 

strength and love. 

-Eleanor Smith    

 

 sample for new reflection series  

 

 

Share freely of our wealth and resources 
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embrace our common life,  
overflowing with compassion and liberal in love 
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More Photos from Johns River Valley Work Camp 

 

 youth at johns river  



 Women’s Theatre at UPUCC! 
 

  For complete details on tickets and other events: http://www.womenstheatrefestival.com/ 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

We come together as travelers  on a journey,  
each bringing our unique histories, traditions, and stories of faith... 

 

Interested in Sharing Your LGBT Parent Story? 

Story Corps/OutLoud 
 

The Family Equality Council is a national non-profit 

serving LGBTQ parents and their families. With the 

collaboration Equality North Carolina, they have 

partnered with StoryCorps/OutLoud and joined their initiative aimed to highlight the 

voices of LGBTQ parents, prospective parents, their children and other loves ones.  

This program is being launched to preserve the stories of LGBTQ people across the 

country, with a focus on the South. Clearly, due to recent activity in NC, they feel it’s 

a top priority to empower the voices of the LGBTQ community in North Carolina. 

 

They are planning a field recording day on September 16 in Raleigh. More details will be forthcoming 

as to the exact location and times but, for now, they are looking for LGBTQ parents, prospective  

parents, their children and other loves ones who would be interested in sharing their story with  

StoryCorps/OutLoud. (They are especially looking for people of color.) 

 

If you, or someone you know, is interested in sharing your story, please contact Tatiana Quiroga at 

TQuiroga@familyequality.org 
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 our wider community  

 

 

 

Each performance includes two one-act plays:  
 

Men Always Leave 
& 

The Traditionalists 
 

Umstead Park United Church of Christ 

8208 Brownleigh Drive 

Raleigh, NC 27617 
Performance Dates:  

August 6   - 8:00 p.m. 
August 7   - 3:00 p.m. 
August 12 - 8:00 p.m. 
August 13 - 8:00 p.m. 
August 14 - 3:00 p.m. 

http://www.womenstheatrefestival.com/
mailto:TQuiroga@familyequality.org
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 on the way to guatemala (from page one) 

  

 august calendar at upucc 

Tues Aug. 2 9:30 a.m.  Creativity Group meets in the library 

Wed. Aug. 3 7:30 p.m. UPUCC Brass rehearsal in the worship space. 

Sat.  Aug. 6 8:00 p.m. Women’s Theatre Festival Performance. See page eleven. 

Sun. Aug. 7 9:30 a.m. Forum: See page four. 

  10:30 a.m. Worship & Communion: Doug Long continues to mine this summer's spiritual lessons for him:  
"Fes- Lessons in Humanity." Anthony Neff and George Tucker both bring special music.  

  Following worship Newcomers & Inquirers Gathering in the library. 

  3:00 p.m. Women’s Theatre Festival Performance. See page eleven. 

Mon. Aug. 8 6:30 p.m. Evening Creativity Group meets in the library. See page six. 

Thurs. Aug. 11 7:00 p.m. Coordinating Council meets in the library. 

Fri. Aug. 12 8:00 p.m. Women’s Theatre Festival Performance. See page eleven. 

Sat. Aug.13 8:00 p.m. Women’s Theatre Festival Performance. See page eleven. 

Sun. Aug. 14 9:30 a.m. Committee Meeting Time. Childcare for children under age six provided in the nursery. 

  10:30 a.m. Worship: "Curing the Americas:" Reflections from our Guatemala Work Team.  

  Following worship 'Talk Back' Forum. (Guatemala Mission Trip participants) See page four. 

  3:00 p.m. Women’s Theatre Festival Performance. See page eleven. 

Tues. Aug. 16 9:30 a.m. Creativity Group meets in the library. See page six. 

Wed. Aug. 17 7:15 p.m. UPUCC Choir rehearsal in the worship space. 

Thurs. Aug. 18 Midnight UPUCC September newsletter deadline. 

Sat.  Aug. 20 9:30 a.m. Yoga with Ellen Beidler in the worship space. 

Sun. Aug. 21 9:30 a.m. Forum: See page four. 

  10:30 a.m. Worship: Doug muses on an experience while traveling recently in which technology, fundamentalism 
and a seeming disconnect take place: "The Fellow on the Plane." Special music by Scott & Erin 
Andrews. 

Sun. Aug. 28 9:30 a.m. Forum: See page four. 

  10:30 a.m. Worship: "The Truth about Trees" (Vacation Church Summer Series). Special music by women of the 
UPUCC Choir. See page one.             

  Following worship Picnic & ‘Tree Hugging’ at Umstead State Park. See page one. 

Mon. Aug. 29 7:00 p.m. UPUCC Men’s Group. Contact Reed Altman reedaltman@gmail.com for details. 
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